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The Contribution that the Comicization of Traditional Culture Makes to
Traditional Culture :

In the Comic Work "KATANA" by Kimiko Kamata

Shingo Hayano (Tsuru University)  Kimiko Kamata (Manga Artist)

Abstract

In this paper, we will analyze the actual situation in which the comicalization of traditional culture
contributes to the development of traditional culture - using the example of “KATANA” (Kimiko
Kamata), a manga work about Japanese swords, one of the traditional cultural arts (traditional crafts).
To produce “KATANA”, Kamata conducted a detailed survey of various craftsmen involved with
Japanese swords, including not only swordsmiths, polishers, and sheath makers, but also charcoal
makers who produce the charcoal used in the forging of Japanese swords. This has allowed him to
incorporate the real process of Japanese sword making into his works, and many readers of his works
are interested in Japanese sword making as well as Japanese swords themselves. In addition,
“KATANA” has increased public interest in traditional craftsmen by holding sword appreciation
events and charcoal cutting experiences at swordsmith dojos, among other events. Traditional culture
is on the decline, and it is said that the first step is to make people aware of its existence and familiarize
them with it. Manga and events based on traditional culture will create opportunities to learn about

traditional culture and help solve the problem of traditional culture inheritance issues.



